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   Introduction

As an Voluntary and non Governmental organization concerned with various humane and social issues, Gandhi Manav Kalyan Society has moral and legal responsibility to protect every children especially those children who are venerable for example Child labour, away from basic amenities ( health, Education) and affected from HIV/AIDS and other critical diseases.  

The Child Protection Policy is increasingly necessary for accountability towards the communities where Gandhi Manav Kalyan Society working and also to fulfill the obligation to donors. 

Key Definitions used in the Policy:
a) Child: A child has defined in the UN conventions on the Rights of the Child is anyone under the age of 18 years. 

b) Child Abuse: The World Health Organization defines “child abuse” and “maltreatment” includes all forms of physical, emotional ill treatment, sexual abuse, neglect or negligent treatment or commercial or other exploitation resulting in the actual or potential harm to the child’s health, survival, development, or dignity in the context of relationship of responsibility, trust or power. 

Child Abuse Categorized in the four main forms:

a) Physical

b) Sexual 

c) Emotional 

d) Neglect 

Child abuse takes places at both inside and outside the home for example at work (child labour), street children and emergencies etc. Abuse can also be perpetuated by professional or other adult who work with the children. 

Physical Abuse: is the actual or likely injury to a child or failure to prevent physical injury or suffering to a child. 

Sexual Abuse: is the actual or likely sexual exploitation of a child or a young person. Sexual abuse includes rape, incest and all forms of sexual activities involving children including pornography. 

Emotional Abuse: is the actual or likely adverse effect on the emotional and behavioral development of a child caused by repeatedly rejecting and humiliating them or denying their worth and rights as human being. 

Child Protection Policy:      

Child Protection: is the broad term used to describe the philosophies, policies and procedures to protect children from both intentional and unintentional harm.  

Policy: 

· GMKS will not discriminate in its employment, program, or services on the grounds of religion, gender, race, ethnicity, national origin, language, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, age, or political conviction.

· GMKS will not discriminate against or favor particular children.

· GMKS staff and volunteer workers will not abuse children through either action or neglect.

· Sexual activity with children (persons under the age of 18) is prohibited regardless of the age of majority or age of consent locally.  Mistaken belief in the age of a child is not a defense;

GMKS’s Child Protection Principles and Values 

GMKS believes that any individual or organization working for the rights of the children has an absolute duty to protect them from abuse, mistreatment and exploitation from within organization. 

Code of Practices and behaviour

This code of Practices attempts to provide guideline for GMKS staff (Permanent & Voluntary) who are directly or indirectly working with children. This gives practical advice on behaviour protocol when working with children.    

Behaviour Protocols for the GMKS’s staff: (Some “Dos and Donts”) 

Appropriate Standard of Behaviour – (Dos)

· Ask permission from parents, guardian before initiating any activity (directly with children) or taking photographs 

· Always remember the things which mentioned in child Policy and behave accordingly. 

· Be aware of the power balance between an adult and child, and avoid taking advantages this may provide. 

Inappropriate Standard of Behaviour- (Donts) 

· Hit or physically assault a child

· Use language that will mentally or emotionally abuse a child 

· Develop a sexual or physical relationship with a child.

· Act in any way that embarrasses shames, humiliates and degrades a child. 

·  Develop relationship with children which could be deemed abusive or exploitative. 

· Have a child stay overnight at home unsupervised. 

· Spend excessive time along with child away from others. 
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